
ivsletter 


First G E OS-SPECI FLC 


✓"' 1 (AM. 
ISSUE 14 
V 1992 j 


ioMETRK xu .rgeoJOURNj 


d with Commodore Bvsxm. 



* »♦ 

o o 
o 

d 


~ o - 

r % 

o ~j 

^efo Scfimij 

[ft © 1991 


T3 - 

C 

9fp 

>*«•- 1 
inter* 

Wf Tf 

o 6 

b p c 



IHE HNE PRINI 


geoJOURHAL 

The qeoJOURNAL is the newsletter of geoMETRIX GEOS 
Users Group. The qeoJOURNAL is published approximately 
every 2 months and sent to all current members, subscribers and to 
various user groups through the Newsletter Exchange Program. 

The qeoJOURNAL is published and printed by geo MATRIX 
GEOS Users Group, on a Commodore 1 28 computer, 2 
1 581 disk drives. Super Snapshot v5.22, M3 mouse, 1 764 
(51 2K) REU and &1 670 (1 200 beuud) modem using GEOS v2.0, 
GeoPUBLISH Vl 0(b), GeoPAINT v2.0, Geo WRITE v2.1 , as 
well as many other fine GEOS products, geo JOURNAL is 
printed on aPanasonic KX-P1 091 i printer using an MW -350 
printer interface and an Epson FX-80 DS printer driver. 

LEGAL 

Entire contents copyrighted bygeoKCTRIX GEOS Users 
Group. Alt rights reserved. No part of the qeoJOURNAL may 
be reproduced, electronically stored or distributed in whole or in 
part without written permission from qeoMETRIX GEOS Users 
Group. We disclaim ail responsibility to return unsolicited matter, 
and all rights in portions published thereof remain the sole property 
of the qeoJOURNAL. The geoJOURHAL assumes no 
responsibility for errors or omissions in editorial or advertising 
content and does not assume anyliability for advertisers' claims. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Single Issue -$2.50 6 issues U.S. -$5.00 

Canada-$6.00 Other Areas -$12.00 

U.S. funds only 

ADVERTISING 

Advertising in the geoJOURHAL is available at the following rates 
and must be paid for, in advance. 

LiSSUE TISSUES ISSUES 

Full-Page $20.00 $50.00 $100.00 

Half-Page $15.00 $37.50 $75.00 

Quarter-Page $10.00 $25.00 $50.00 

Ask about our Advertisers Special. 

Do you write GEOS programs or build GEOS hardware? Would 
you l&e new or wider exposure? Why not send us a sample of your 
program or hardware for a review in the geoJOURHAL. 

DEADLINES 

P lease send in your copy two months before the issue you would 
like your material to appear. Articles and Ad copy must be 
submitted in GeoWRI TEorGeoPAINT format and must be 
GEOS related. Write for our guidelines. 

EDITORIAL OFFICE 

You can contact the Editor, by writing: 
geaJOURNAL Editor 
20224 S. Sprague Road 
Oregon City, Oregon 97045-9641 
Or E-Mail on the BBS ENTERPRISE at (503) 245-8735 
(86 NETRIX EDITOR), orQ-Link (PetetMC3 & METRIX1 ). 

COPYRIGHT 1992 geoMETRIX GEOS Users Group 


qeokff TR IX GEOS Users Group 

geoMETRIX is a Portland-based, international GEOS user group. 
MEETINGS 

geoMETRIX GEOS Users Group meets on the 3rd Sundayof 
every month from 4: 00 pm to 8: 00 pm. Meetings are held at 
Ptetrar Pizza , 1 2222 S.E. Stark, Portland, Oregon. Come on in 
and visit us. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership in geoMETRI X GEOS Users Group is open to 
anyone that is interested in the use of GEOS. As a member you 
get a 6 issue subscription to the geoJOURHAL, access to the 
BBS ENTERPRISE, special 'Members Only' offers and access 
to the geolffTRI X P ublic Domain Library Collection. 

YEARL Y D UES 

U.S.A. -$10.00 Canada-$12.00 International -$20.00 

LIBRARY 

The gegMETRIX library is available for all members at each 
meeting or by mail. To help with the costs involved we must ask for 
$1 0.00 in U.S. and Canada $20.00 in other areas. (U.S. funds 
only) All programs in the library are carefully screened to make sure 
all programs released to our members are in the PUBLIC DOMAIN. 

If for some reason aprogram is found not to be in the PUBLIC 
DOMAIN, please let us know, we will remove it immediately and 
notify the membership. If no copyright notices, names or dates are 
listed we disclaim all liability if later found to be copyrighted. If you 
have any PUBLIC DOMAIN GEOS programs, please consider 
adding them to our library for others to enjoy. 

geoMETRIX GEOS Users Group and the ge&JOURNAL 
support the Software Publishers Association in its efforts to 
stop software piracy. In this regard, geoMETRIX GEOS Users 
Group does not allow copying or trading of commercial non-Public 
Domain software at anvgeoMETRIX GEOS Users Group 
meeting. 

LEGAL 

The name q eoM ETRIX GEOS Users Group, geoJOURHAL 
and the gMand gJ logos are trademarks of geoMETRIX GEOS 
Users Group, Portland, Oregon and may not be reproduced or 
used without written permission from geoM ETRIX GEOS Users 
Group. The name Commodore and the C= logo are registered 
trademarks of Commodore Business Machines, Ltd., West 
Chester, P A. The names GEOS, BSW, Berkeley Sof twroks, 
geo Write, geoPaint, geoCalc, geoFile, /ntematfenaf 
FontPack, geoChart, FontPack Pkts, geoProgrammer, 
geoBASIC, geoPUBLISH, geoDex, DeskPack /Iks, 
geoSpell, GEORAM, geoWorks, and the GEOS logo are 
registered trademarks of GeoWorks, Berkeley, CA. 
geoMETRIX GEOS Users Group and the geftJOURNAL are 
in no way affiliated with the above mentioned companies. 

q eoMETRIX OFF ICE 
qeoMETRIX GEOS Users Group 

20224 S. Sprague Road 
Oregon City, Oregon 97045-9641 
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This months cover was 
designed by Angela 
Schmidt, a 23 year old 
graphic artist from 
Camas, Washington, who 
volunteered her services. 
Her husband and I 
convinced her (with a 
little coaxing) to do a 
cover for the 
geoJOURNAL and this is 
what she came up with. 
A very well done puzzle 
cut from the GEOS logo. 
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January 1992. A nev year. And, GEOS is getting bigger and 
better with every passing year. It will also be 6 years old 
this year. geoMETRIX and the geoJOURNAL will be 3 years 
old this year. I guess things DO get better with age. 



Reference 

Room 


A column by Ken Nnkotsu 


The following is a list of the latest programs that have 
been added to the geoMETRIX library. 


It's not necessarily GEOS but I thought I'd pass it along for 
those that might be interested. The WORLD OF 
COMMODORE/AMIGA show will be held in New York, NY USA, 
on April 24-26, 1992 and in Sydney, Australia on July 3-5, 
1992. It would be interesting to hear from anyone that 
attends, what they see for the C-64 and the C-128. 

This issue of the geoJOURNAL marks a 3ad time for me. 
Living 'long distance' from the local group a3 well as from 
a Q-Link access number ha3 created quite a financial strain 
on my budget. I have also ignored my two children a tad bit 
too much during geoJOURNAL production time. For those 
reasons I must step down as Editor of the geoJOURNAL. I 
will still be in the background assisting where I can and 
enjoying geoMETRIX and the geoJOURNAL as I always have. 
The geoJOURNAL has been a VERY enjoyable job and I've 
met so many great people from all over the world. For all 
of you who have sent in letters, articles, advertising and 
information, THANK YOU. YOU, are what has made the 
geoJOURNAL what it is today. Continue to do that, and 
geoJOURNAL will be even better in 1992. 

The issue before you is (a3 always) packed with food for 
8ny age and level of GEOS user. On the menu... FONTMANIA! 
column by Dick Estel features his long-awaited FONT 
AWARDS. The BEGINNERS COLUMN by Steve Wehner tells 
us how to use programs outside GEOS for GEOS. Those of 
you toying with the idea of more RAM for your REU, Terry 
Witters Geo Idiot... column is for you. GeoBasic 
programmers (as well a3 wanna-be programmers) be sure 
to catch this issues lessons on LIST and FIND in GeoBasic by 
Jim Caldwell. We have another great review by Bud 
Schmidt of Rich La Bonte's GeoNovel, Perilous Options. 
Joseph Thomas tells us about Auto Exec Files as well as 
gives us a list of software sources. Dick Estel also brings 
us an interesting review of the HANDYSCANNER 64. And, 
one of the great features for this issue is the 
announcement of The geoMETRIX Flyer Contest winners. 
Outstanding work3 of art. You'll find more so read on. 
And, ENJOY. Grady Brown ffS 



Filename fikiyse 

DUAL TOP Auto Exec 

DUALT0P26.DXS ...Application Data 

INFOYIEWDA. . Desk Accessory 

INFOYIIEW.DOCS ..Application Data 

KEYS WITCH...... Desk Accessory 

KEYMAKER2.1 Application 

The above files are availble to our geoMETRIX members on 
the BBS Enterprise (503-245-8735) and on Q-link. 

CORRECTION NOTICE 

In the past 2 issues of the geoJOURNAL I have mistakenly 
posted my voice number instead of the BBS number. Please 
take notice of this. If you call the voice number all you 
will get i3 the answering machine. This was brought to my 
attention by none other than our ever alert President whose 
eagle eye3 caught the mistake. It would appear that our 
beloved editor needs glasses. Just kidding about the 
glasses Grady. Sorry for the slip up. Yes the BBS does 
exist. 


dBirtfideup UJi^hez 

The geoJOURNAL staff extend our BEST WISHES toward the 
following on their birthday. We hope it is a day to 
remember, for all. 

Joseph Buckley 01/18 (RED STORM) 

01/24 (MINK) 

Peter Lerten 03/03 (PeterMC3) 
GeoWorld 03/87 

If you are a GEOS user, writer, programmer or just like 
your name in print, drop us a note with your name, 
birthdate and Q-Link name and well li3t you here. If you 
know someone else that should be recognized, why not 3end 
us their information too. 

Remember, this i3 your publication and we enjoy paying 
tribute to you the readers by keeping you informed. Help 
keep us informed too. $$ 
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THE FOm RLUHRD5 

At last, the long-awaited announcement of the Fontmaniac’s 
FONT AWARDS-which are the best GEOS fonts? 


JPilfcman 

(created by Dale Beach aka CartoonKid on 
Q-Link) 

Bonanza 


Obviously, the purpose a font will be used for affects 
which one is best. For straight text with a normal 
two-pass driver, I have not been able to find anything that 
is better than BSW'3 University 10 point, which is what is 
used for most of this column. 

Lately I have been using a 9-point font 
called Ed Font, which cane fron Storn Systens 
Disk 1 by Red Storn (aka Joe Buckley). When 
printed with the EPSON 8-pin 3 pass driver, 
this font has a very professional, letter 
quality look. This driver is available on 
Q-Link and in nany user group libraries, and 
should work with any printer that can be set 
for Epson enulation. I set this paragraph in 
Ed Font, but since I don’t know what kind of 
printer or driver will be used, I don’t know 
if the result will be the sane as I have 
experienced . 


(by Susan Lanb -fron Run PP 1) 

I use this one a lot for signs. 


F or the overall best designed collection, I nominate William 
Dively, who has uploaded around 30 large fancy font3 
under the name Starman35. These fonts include: 










WS. 




When i was editing my user group newsletter, I settled on 
several font3 for headlines. I made the most use of these 
three: 

Sather 20 point 

(BSM's Font Pack Plus) 

Smedley 24 point 

(a Susan Lanb -font fron Run Power Pack i) 

Sangamon 24 point 

(fron Conplex Software's Font Collection 2 
by Bruce Gilson) 

For a “fancy" font I like these: 


Playbill 


HEADERETTE 





Finally a special award for my favorite icon. Font 
designers naturally like to design a special icon to identify 
their fonts. My favorite i3 this we, by 
Marge Reid of Washington State, who ha3 
uploaded a half dozen very nice fonts 
under the name MargeR3. fONJ 


There you have it— out of a thousand 

font3 in my collection, 3ome of those that 

stand out. && 


Ooioto 

(also -fron Conplex 2) 
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If you think that Auto Exec Files are records kept by 
the CEO of Ford Motor Company, then this essay is written 
for you. Auto Execute files are GEOS files that open 
themselves automatically from a GEOS boot disk. They open 
themselves onkj during the actual booting process. If 
you've already entered GEOS and you open a disk that holds 
an Auto Exec file, that file does not Auto-Execute. The 
purpose of most Auto-Exec files is to customize GEOS to 
suit your fancy. 

If you are using GEOS 2.0, you are probably using at 
least one Auto Exec file: CONFIGURE, which configures your 
drives into Drive A, B, and C (if you have an REU). Once 
you’ve set up your CONFIGURE values you don't have to deal 
with configuring your setup because the Auto Exec file 
handles this for you. You may recall that you arranged 
your CONFIGURE setup (which drive goes where) by opening 
CONFIGURE from the desktop. When you did so, four 
dialog boxes appeared from which you selected your drive 
setup. When CONFIGURE opens itself during booting. 


however, these dialog boxes do not appear. This is because 
most Auto Exec files work one way when they are opened 
from the desktop (to set up values) and another when they 
Auto Execute during booting (loading these values into 
GEOS). 

Auto Exec files are opened in the order that they 
appear on the boot disk. Sometimes, instructions for an 
Auto Exec file call for specific placement of the file in 
relation to other files on the boot disk. This is to assure 
that all conditions are ready for that file to run. If an Auto 
Exec file accesses the REU, for instance, it must be placed 
on the disk after CONFIGURE, because until CONFIGURE is 
executed, the REU is not active and cannot be accessed. 

There are dozens of Auto Exec Files (can we call them 
AE files from now on?) to make your life in GEOS easier 
and more interestiig. To illustrate how AE files might be 
used, I will describe the AE setup on one of my boot disks. 
The boot disk that I refer to is one that was created with 


FILE 

AUTHOR 

FUNCTION | 

Center80 (SW) 

Jim Collette 

Corrects placement of 80 column screen. 

Get DB vl.2 (C) 

Jean Major 

Alters the GEOS file- boxes so that they will display 90 files | 
instead of 15. 

Auto Raw (SW) 

Will Jaeger 

Plays digitized sound files during bootup. 

QuikTop (SW) 

John Howard 

Alternative desktop. Fewer functions than the regular desktop, I 
but faster and takes up less disk space. 

WormDesk (SW) 

Payton Snider 

Another alternative desktop. Quick movement from one app to 1 
another. 

Dual Top (SW) 

Paul Murdaugh 

Alternative desktop that displays files on two drives. Great for i 
copying files between drives. 

MYDIARY (SW) 

David Ferguson 

Opens a diary (geo Write document) for daily entries. 

GeoPassword (SW) 

Lee Semel 

Requests password for GEOS entry. 

ScraPeek (SW) 

Ed Flinn 

When Auto Executed, displays a photo scrap during boot-up. 

GeoWizard (C) 

Jim Collette 

Several features, including the ability to open one application | 


from within another. 


FIGURE OHI 
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Jim Collette's B0OT128J581. This program (as veil as 
BOOT 64—1581) allows you to 3et up what I call a 
"boot/workdisk", which is 3imply a work disk that will boot 
GEOS. (There are other applications that will create boot 
disks on either a 1581 or 1541/71 disk.) The AE files 
mentioned here could abo be placed on your original GEOS 
System disk, although some of them may be less useful on 
that disk. 

My geoProgrammer boot/workdisk holds a string of AE 
files to set up GEOS to my liking while I go for coffee. The 
first AE file on the dfek i3 Color 128 by Jean Major which 
sets the 80 column screen to pre-determined colors while 
the other AE files load and run. When the desktop takes 
over, the colors in the Preferences file kick in. An AE that 
set3 colors for the C64 (or the 128 in 40 column mode) i3 
Mou3ellp (another is AutoPreferences), which also activates 
the input driver that is stored on the workdi3k. This can 
be important if other AE files use the mouse, since GEOS 
defaults to the joystick until the desktop 3elect3 the input 
driver from the disk. Next on my boot disk is an AE file 
called "Enter Key", which activates the ENTER key on the 
128 numeric keypad. Another AE that accomplishes this is 
"Enter Return", from StormSystem3. 

Next on the bootdisk i3 the CONFIGURE file, which 
activates the REU and set3 up the drives. It is important 
that the CONFIGURE file appears on the disk before any AE'3 
that access the drives. Now that my REU is up and running, 
the Autoloader file is opened. Autoloader, by Jim Collette, 
works in conjunction with Batch Copy, and copies a 
predetermined set of files from the 1581 to the REU. In 


the case of my geoProgrammer di3k, it copies all the 
necessary applications, DA’s and data files (plu3 the 
desktop) to the REU. This takes a few minutes, but as I 
said. I'm in the kitchen, anyway, while GEOS i3 doing all 
this for me. 

When I get back from the kitchen I find that 
AUTOCLOCK has put up a dialog box and is waiting for me 
to enter the time and date. (Before AUTOCLOCK, all my 
documents were date-stamped 08/22/88. People like me 
NEED AE files!) After I enter the date/time, the desktop 
appears, and I didn't even notice that UnBoot had executed. 
UnBoot is essential to these boot/workdisks, because the 
desktop tends to erase GEOS, GEOS BOOT, and GEOS 
KERNAL from "unauthorized” boot disks. Unboot changes the 
status of the disk from boot disk to workdisk so that the 
desktop will leave the files alone. 

There are many other wonderful AE files that do not 
happen to appear on my geoProgrammer boot/workdisk. 
■Figure One' is a list of just a few of them (in no particular 
order) along with their author and their function. Files 
marked "SW" are shareware files, and those marked “C" 
are commercial. 

Shareware files are available from a number of 
sources, including BBS'3, services 3uch a3 (Rink, and on 
"Public Domain” disk3. Commercial files are available from 
the programmer or software publisher. Here are 3ome 
sources of shareware and commercial third-party files 
which include Auto Exec programs. 


geoMetrix GEOS User's Group (Shareware) 
20224 S. Sprague Road 
Oregon City, OR 97045-9641 


GeoStore (Shareware and Geo Works disks) | 


3575 East County 18th Street 
Yuma, AZ 85365 


ReRun (Commercial files) 

P.O. Box 802 
Peterborough, NY 03458-9971 


GeoWorld Magazine (Shar eware) 

38 Santa Yrtez Street JNYCIG/Kids Computer News (Shareware) 
Santa Barbara, CA 93103 c/o St. Hilda's & St. Hugh's School 

619 West 114th Street 
Hew York, NY 100; 


325 


Jean F. Major (Commercial files) 
119 Terra3se Eardley 
Aylmer, Quebec, Canada J9H 6B5 


Quincy Soft works (Comme rcial files) 

9479 E. Whitmore Avenued Storm Systems (Commercial files) 
Hughson, CA 95326-9745 c/o Joseph Buckley 

464 Beale Street 


LOADSTAR Monthly (Commercial files) 

W. Quincy, MA 02169 

bottdi3k Publishing 
P.O. Box 30008 
Shreveport, LA 71130-0008 

Comm-Plex Software (Commercial files) 
6782 Junction Road 
Pavilion, NY 14525 
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BEGINNERS COLUMN 




GEOS Outside of GEOS 

by Steve Mehner (Delayer on Qlink) 

I have mentioned in past articles that one of the moat 
overlooked things about GEOS is that it is not ju3t a piece 
of software, but an operating system. The mere mention 
of this should alert you to the fact that this means other 
things can go on while the operating system is in place 
besides running geoWRITE or geoPAINT or any GEOS 
application. GEOS was designed so that you can exit to 
BASIC and still return to GEOS after your BASIC stuff is 
done. Well, it doesn't always work that smoothly, but the 
fact remains that the exit is there. This leads me to the 
next point. While you are outside of GEOS (even though you 
might not get back into GEOS easily) you can perform many 
functions that enhance your computing time while inside of 
GEOS. 

Since graphics are what is used mo3t in GEOS 
documents there are many tools available to manipulate 
them. Geoworks' DeskPack P1u3 disk contains the GEOS 
application Graphics Grabber. This tool allows Print Shop, 
PrintMaster, and Newsroom graphics to be clipped and 
converted to photo scraps. You use this tool in GEOS using 
non-GEOS files. Several other PD programs also perform 
the same steps on DOODLE, Koala, and MacPaint files. 

There are, however, some programs that you can U3e 
outside of GEOS to perform some similar tasks. 
Grafix-Link by Free Spirit Software will convert to and 
from geoPAINT files. Formats such as Billboard Maker, 
DOODLE, Flexidraw, Computer Eyes, and Print Shop Screen 
Magic are supported. Make a picture with any of the above 
and don’t worry about trying to get around in geoPAINT. It 
can be cumbersome sometimes to use that beast and you 
may be familiar with an older graphics program. 

Compute's Gazette had a program called Bitmap Buster 
(now in the Compute library on Qlink) that would take 
almost any hires or multicolor picture from memory and 
save it to disk in a few different formats. Once saved in 
a useful format you could then get it converted to a 
geoPAINT document using a PD program or Grafix-Link. 

Another method of acquiring better graphics is a bit 
more time consuming and not everyone can do it. With a 
1581 or 1571 drive and the software Big Blue Reader you 
can import GIF pictures from IBM disks onto Commodore 
formatted disks and have some truly outstanding graphics. 
Granted, the conversion from .GIF to geoPAINT takes place 
inside of GEOS (with the PD geoGIF application), but most of 
the work to get the graphic takes place outside of GEOS. 
This same method also works for MacPaint files that you 
might find on IBM disks. There are a couple of PD 


applications to perform the conversion once the graphic is 
on a Commodore disk such a3 MacAttack. 

Let's not forget text. Graphics are great, but 3ome 
people prefer using other word processors for writing. 
Well, whip out Word Writer or Speed3cript and go to town. 
Once the text is written you can rearrange it and spruce it 
up inside of GEOS using Text Grabber. Not a problem. Here 
is a nifty thing to try sometime. Get the PD program 
Yelveeta from Qlink if you can. This is a sequential file 
processor of sorts. More on this in a minute. If you have 
access to Qlink go to the Encyclopedia and find an article of 
your choice. Download it. Its free. The article is written 
to di3k a3 a sequential file in 40 column format. Ugh. Now 
take Velveeta and select the option to strip extraneous 
carriage returns form the file. Now you will have an 80 
column formatted file. Go into GEOS and use Text Grabber 
to convert it to geoWRITE. This has really impressed my 
kids’ teachers when the reports cross their desks. 

The point is that there is a lot of work you can do to 
make attractive and impressive papers, reports, and 
graphical references outside of GEOS. The legwork, if you 
will, can be done using other software that you may be 
more familiar with and enjoy using more. GEOS is 
sophisticated enough 30 that you can then add the finishing 
touches. That little extra finesse. To your child it may 
mean the difference between a B+ and an A- To the boss 
it may mean a pat on the back. For you it is a great 
reward to see that your lowly 8 bit machine can crank out 
good stuff like the big guys. The tools exist both outside 
and inside GEOS. U3e them both. 

Till next time. 


sjl z zz z z z zzzzzzz zzzzzzy 

Support : 
Your User : 
Group! : 
We're Here : 
For YOU! : 
geoMETRIX : 
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Oeo Idiot.. 


12* RBOOT 



CEOPOIHT 


By Terry Witter 


RAn -B UNCHQUS 


Excuse me gang... I don't mean to sound 'haughty'— (or, 
for that matter, take on the demeanor of one of those 
memory hungry "Giga-machine" users)— Its ju3t that I’ve 
seen the 'future' of Commodore 8 bit computing, and its 
attached to the 'cla33ie-f tot' C-128 I’m using right now : (a 
*1750 REU ‘bumped’ to 1 meg) ! Oh, I used to be one of 
those 'nerr-do-well3'.„You know, the kind of guy who, 
though he had the fund3, never 3aw beyond the 38 or 122 K 
of free RAM hi3 computer could manage. To me, all that 
"incessant disk swapping", so endemic to Commodore floppy 
disk drive owners, wa3 just 'one of the rewards' of 
Commodore computing! 

It was only after I bought my 'lemon' 1571 d.d. , that I 
developed an insatiable appetite for an "unfettered 
work/3torage 3pace".„ (Parents, those of you with 
particularly good memories, or just plain YUPPIES out 
there, will no doubt recognize this S3 the "bigger 3and box" 
syndrome..) Hence, to allow for 'brevity' in this piece, I 
shall forego the triate and tribulations this 'geoldiot' met 
whibt growing up._ Save it to 3ay, once my 'RAM'bunctious 
appetite wa3 whetted by the 'utility' of a 1750 REU, I soon 
found myself 'SCHEMING FOR MORE'.. 

That opportunity came with the demonstration, by 
fellow GeoMetrix member Ken, of Melvin Montgomery'3 
ingenious REU expansion kit. From then on, I knew I was 
"hooked".. I wrote Mr. Montgomery one of my 'typically 
Witty' letters, (regarding current prices, and to see if he 
would install the expansion upgrade for me)...ln only one 
week I recieved his reply, and it was only a 3hort time 
thereafter that I sent him my *1750 along with a 'mere 
$105.00'... Then, I waited “a whole week" for him to 
complete the job and 3end me a 'bumped* REU.. 

(In retrospect, THAT WEEK 'SEEMED' LIKE THE 
LONGEST WEEK IN ALL MY COMMODORE COMPUTING LEEIH) 
Ahhhh, then my "upgraded REU” arrived... (Hang in 
there, once more, gang) ..Here's the 3et-up : 

By the time a week had pa33ed, I found myself beset 
by an 'REU-less' malaise... To me, the days of 'carefree 
GEOS-use' were a thing of the past...! had become a 3hell...a 


mere shadow of the vibrant personality I once possessed... 
Then the fateful day arrived... Awakened by the doorbell of 
my all-too-humble abode, I sauntered to the front door... 

In retrospect, I recall the postman coming to my door 
at 3ome 'ungodly' hour,(ie: before noon!), signing a form of 
recent for my REU, then hauling my carcus back to bed... 
There, while I lay on my pillow, I had this 'wonderful dream' 
of "release”™ wherein I was dancing a wonderful jig with 
'Dorothy', and her compatriots, in the land of GEOZ!!! 

For the sake of "brevity"...(did I 3ay that?).. I won't go 
into the details of that episode, 'cept to 3ay when I awoke I 
was quoting the late, great Martin Luther King., (with a 
GEOS-bent) ._ “Free at la3t!!! I'm RAM - free at la3t. J! 

— < I encourage “ all “ RAM expansion owners, even 
GEORAM, to get in touch with Melvin Montgomery... He 
performs an 'invaluable' service for U3, and at a 'very' 
modest price!!! < Once you do. I'm sure you’ll agree with me 
that his REU upgrade is 'the cat'3 meow..minu3 the litter 
box messffl >— 

'til next time... 0 

[EDITOR: You can reach Melvin Montgomery 

on Q-Link as CMDR FIXER or at: 1504 Amherst; 
Plano, Texas 75075] 


Error reading issue 

Please see text for correction.. 


OK 




WBBSSm 


geoJOURNAL 11 - July 1991, page 20, GEOHILIGHTS column. 
Irv Cobb tells U3 that KeyMaker 2.0 doe3 not require 
KeyGrabber. 2.0 will create AUTO EXEC data file3 when the 
SAVE icon i3 used. KeyMaker 2.0 has a bug with its data 
files on a 128 30 KeyMaker 2.1 was written to correct that. 

geoJOURNAL 11 - July 1991, page 21, GEOHILIGHTS column. 
Joe Buckley brought to my attention (and correctly too) 
that I gave the wrong impre33ion of RePrint3 functioning. 
RePrint doe 3 not print multiple copies unattended. Ye3 it 
does print multiple copies but you must be there to click on 
the next copy. I'm 3orry, if thi3 ha3 caused any problems. 

geoJOURNAL 12 - Sept. 1991, page 9, Dual Top Review. Ken 
mi3-3tated his BBS ENTERPRISE phone number. It should 
read "(503-245-8735)". 

geoJOURNAL 13 - Nov. 1991, page 7, Reference Room column. 
Ken mi3-3tated his BBS ENTERPRISE phone number. It 
should read "(503-245-8735)". 
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At Rainbow Software, we've made an art 
of collecting MACINTOSH files to convert 
to GEOS, combing the world for the very 
best in graphics, clip art, and full-page 
pictures. Hundreds of geoPAINTs, 
converted straight from hi-resolution 
MacPaint files. 

From cartoon characters to movie posters 
to bathing beauties, there* s something to suit 
all types of people of any age. 

Here at Rainbow, we realize that finding 
good pictures can sometimes be tough, so 
we've saved you that part of the trouble... 
The next step is up to you 

We've created a catalog of miniaturized 
duplicates, giving the closest representations 
of the files without actually handing them to 
you, so it's easy to choose which pictures 
you want Still want more? 

As an introductory offer, we will give you 
a 2-disk sample set of geoPaint files, right 
along with our catalog, for a special price of 
just $5. 00. 

But if you really don't want the sample 
disk, we can still give you the catalog for 
$2.00. (Postage & Handling) 


Mail Check or Money Order (or requests for info) to: 
Rainbow Software 
20224 S. Sprague Rd. 

Oregon City, OR 97045-9641 




10 geoJOURNAL 1 4 - Jan. 1 992 



The 



Envelope 


TENEX Computer Express 
and a Years Membership in 
geoMETRIX goes to Richard 
A. La Bonte of Hollywood, 
California USA. His winning 
flyer is on page 13. 


Please 


In May 1991, we 
opened the 

geoMETRIX Flyer 
Contest up to all you 
graphic artists to 
create a new 
official flyer for 
geoMETRIX GEOS 
Users Group. 



GRAND PRIZE / 

/ \ 





The SECOND PRIZE, a $30.00 
gift certificate from TENEX 
Computer Express and a 
Years 

Membership in 
geoMETRIX goes 
to Bruce 
Thomas of Edmonton, Alberta 
CANADA. His winning flyer can be 
seen on page 17. 

The 3 above winners were awarded 
their Membership Certificates, 
TENEX gift Certificates and Catalogs 
with this geoJOURNAL 14 - Jan. 1992 
issue by first class mail. 
CONGRATULATIONS!!! 


We had lots of replies for the guidelines and 
submission forms throughout the year and by the 
November 17, 1991 deadline we had seven great 
entries. At the November meeting we had 14 
people present that voted on these entries. It was 
a hard choice since they were all top notch. 


The 4 RUNNERS UP flyers will be published in 
future geoJOURNAL issues. Rich La Bonte had 3 
others and the 4th was from Karl R. Witsman of 
Danville, Illinois LISA. You'll all agree that it was a 
hard choice to make as they were all Works of Art. 


I am proud to announce that it's time to unveil the 
winning flyers. 

The GRAND PRIZE, a $100.00 gift certificate from 
TENEX Computer Express and a Years Membership 
in geoMETRIX goes to Mrs. Jane M. Voskamp-Jones 
of Clearview, South Australia. Her winning flyer is 
on the outside back cover and will be the Official 
geoMETRIX GEOS Users Group Flyer. 

The FIRST PRIZE, a $50.00 gift certificate from 


Since we only had 4 people enter, we'll award Karl 
Witsman a Years Membership in geoMETRIX for his 
fine entry. 

CONGRATULATIONS go out to all who entered. And, 
a VERY SPECIAL THANKS goes to TENEX Computer 
Express for the Gift Certificates and Catalogs. 


Computer Express 
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he struggled, I reminded myself that personal managers get 
as much as twenty-five percent. The fat man finally finished 
his dance, and I took notes while he worked on the song. 




RjftJIS 




SHOWING US 
DPTIDNS 

A Review bg Bud Schmidt 

Rich La Bonte, creator of CAPTAIN GEOS, a 
comic strip/serial done in (and for) GEOS, has done 
it again. Rich has created PERILOUS OPTIONS, a 
geoNovel (actually a short story of 5,000 words) 
using GeoBasic & other GEOS programs to create 
borders & add graphics. In other words he did 
more than just use word processing; and if you 
ask real nice he'll even give you the program and 
show you how to use it to create your own novel. 

fm an avid fan of Raymond Chandler's Detective 
Philip Marlowe. And, so it appears, is Rich La Bonte. 
PERILOUS OPTIONS is a well crafted story. Ric ‘ 
his own style, pays tribute to Chandler and 
the genre of the hardboiled P.I. The only other 
author that fits this category is Robert B. 
Parker (author of the Spenser books) who 
completed Chandler's POODLE SPRINGS from 
the unfinished manuscript. 

Rich's characters are real, not just 
words. They are not, however, carbon copies 
or Chandler clones. He has his own style and 
his Detective, Frank Yellowflower, is unique; 
he is part Native American. Yellowflower 
uses that heritage to help sift through the 


clues, attitudes and character of the people he 
comes in contact with. He allows it to help guide 
his instincts, to reach the inevitable conclusion. 
Although not always the happy one. 

Rich has shown the creative uses of GEOS 
aid you don't have to be an IBM, MAC or APPLE to 
be inventive in DESKTOP PUBLISHING. He has also 
shown us his abilities as a programmer as well as 
an author. And I feel a damn good one. PERILOUS 
OPTIONS is a good read. 

If you're a GEOS user, check out Rich La 
Bonte's geoNovel. The program alone is worth the 
cost of admission and if you get a good story 
thrown in, what the hell. Enjoy it, it's free! 

[EDITOR: To contact Rich about 

geoNOVEL write to... Rich La Bonte, 
fLAtDiSK Secret Headquarters, 1550 N. 
Hobart *317, hollywood, CA 90027 USA. 
You might want to send postage and a disk 
mailer to help out. Rich La Bonte has 
created many great written and graphic 
works with GEOS and GeoBasic. The 
Captain GEOS parts 1 through 4 (a cartoon 
adventure) —reviewed in geoJOURNAL 13 - 
Nov. 1991—, Magnum dpi (a spoof of the TV 
series Magnum PI), Hollywood Ghost (a 
great trivia program), and a hilarious spoof 
of the GEOS deskTop - DESKTOP 9.9. He 
has written many other games and 
programs. Most of which are done in 
GeoBasic in one form or another.] 
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sian on 


geoMETRIX GEOS Users Group 
20224 S. Sprague Road 
Oregon City OREGON 97045-9641 U S A. 




by Rich La Bonte 


now! 

Here's what you get with your 
membership in qeoMETRIX: 
geaJQURNAL: a subscription to the 
all-GEOS geaMETRIX newsletter: 
news, users tips, graphics, 
reviews, and more! 

geaMETRIX Users Group Meetings 

Meet other GEOS users at monthly 
meetings. See newly released GEOS 
software and hardware in action! 
geoMETRIX P.D. Software Library 
Complete access to hundreds of GEOS 
files: Applications, Desk Accessories, 
games. Fonts, clip-art. Drivers, and 
other stuff you won’t believe! 
SPECIAL Members Discounts! 
24-hour Color 64 BBS Support 
(300/1200 Baud) aboard the 
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As I threatened the last time I would talk about the 
LIST and FIND editor commands. To 3tart off though I 
wanted to mention about a little tip that can save you some 
time if you already have a program on the same disk as 
GeoBasic that you want to edit. The fastest way to get into 
it i3 the way you would with a GeoWrite file. While at the 
de3kTop ju3t double click on the file icon and it will load 
GeoBasic and then the program will automatically be in the 
editor. 

Now to the LIST command, it works like the one that 
you use in regular Commodore Basic, except instead of 
using the HYPHEN - like you do on the 64/128, with the 
GeoBasic LIST command you use a COMMA to separate the 
line numbers, here are a few examples: 

LIST 

LIST 20, 

LIST , 150 
LIST 15 , 250 
LIST *f irst , #last 

The list command i3 something that you U3e in the 
editor as what i3 called an IMMEDIATE MODE command, it's 
one of the few available in this editor, make sure that you 
type LIST right next to the left side of the screen or you 
will get a SYNTAX error. You will notice also from the 
examples, that you have several variations to the list 
command, which also can include LABEL names instead of 
LINE NUMBERS, make sure you spell the label name 
correctly (and use the same upper or lower case letters), 
since only the first six letters in a LABEL name matter, 
even if you have a LARGE label name like ^GetThelnput, all 
you have to type i3 something like this: 

LIST CGetThe 

What I do myself now is at the beginning of my 
programs, if I want to list a routine using a LABEL name, I 
put in a line that look3 something like this: 

10 REM LIST estart , Pend 

Move the cursor on top of the L in LIST and use the 
delete key to move the LIST command over to the left and 
press return, make sure no lines are below it if possible, 
otherwise the listing will print on top of what is there 
causing things to look a little odd. 


If you want to pause a listed output, just TAP the 
F5 KEY once, DO NOT HOLD IT DOWN like the book says to 
do, you could get some odd results like finding yourself 
poping into a BLANK HI-RES screen. When you want the 
listing to continue, just TAP the F5 KEY again, and that 
includes if you do find yourself looking at a blank Hi-Res 
screen. 

LIST can also be accessed from one of the 
PULL-DOWN menu’s at the top, it i3 the third one over 
called 'EDIT*, LIST is at the top and when you click it on, the 
program will start to list starting at the first line until 
either you press F5 to Pause or RUN/STOP to stop the 
listing, otherwise it will continue to the end of the 
program. 

If you can’t get used to the comma that separates the 
line numbers, there is a program that will modify the 
GEOBASIC main program 30 you can list a program using the 
HYPHEN -* like you do in 2.0 Basic, the program is called 
GEOBASIC PATCH VII, although the program doe3 change 
things so you can use hyphens in you list command when 
using line numbers, unfortunately the program adds another 
BUG to the system, it causes a problem if you ever want to 
use LABELS in the list command, if you try to, you get an 
UNDEFINED LABEL error even if you have everything 
correct. 

Now on to something new, there is a command that is 
not documented in the GeoBasic book called 'FIND', this 
command is also an immediate mode command that you use 
only in the editor. Here are a few examples of that: 

FIND "text",20,30 
FIND “emylaber 

The line numbers are optional, it will locate anything 
you want to find, including LABEL NAMES, variables. 
Commands and other things, and it does it pretty fast as 
well, it will show every occurrence of what ever you put 
in between quotes, it will display the entire line, you don’t 
even have to type in an entire word in the quotes either, 
just a few letters will do. One thing it will not accept 
though, like a lot of other GeoBasic commands, is LABEL 
names in place of line numbers, it will find LABELS for you, 
BUT CANT USE THEM. Another thing to remember about 
FIND, like other GeoBasic commands you can’t be sloppy with 
this one either, you HAYE TO put the closing QUOTE at the 
end of the information your are looking for. Since this 
isn’t in the book. You might want to jot this down on the 
page it should have been on, which is PAGE 53, as time 
goes on I will tell you about other mistakes in the book. As 
far as I know at this point there is no real reason this 
command was left out of the BOOK, it appears to work fine 
with out any problems. Give it a try. 

There i3 al30 another immediate mode command that 
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you can acce33 from one of the MENU'S at the top called 
‘RUN’, this is the command that you use to test your 
programs with. The command i3 in the 'OPTIONS' menu al3o 
at the top like list i3 at the top of 'EDIT. You can also type 
it in. Here are a few examples of RUN: 

RUN 

RUN 200 

RUN ethisroutine 

RUN operates exactly like what you are used to using 
from 2.0 Basic, except for the addition of being able to run 
a LABEL name, if you have a routine that you want to test 
out real quick, try the above example using the label name 
of your routine. When you activate RUN, the screen will 
switch to a HI-RES screen and start to run your program, 
and if you gave it a line number or LABEL name it will 
3tart at that point. 

Well that’s all for thi3 time, next time we will talk 
about the BASIC GRABBER PROGRAM, until then Happy 
Programming -- Jim Caldwell 


What Does The Future Hold. . . 

Tomorrow's Programming Challenge Today 

Over the pa3t year GEOS users have been sending in their 
ideas for the perfect program. Here is a li3t of time 
programs, in no specific order. A copy of this article will 
be passed on to all the programmers that we have 
addresses for in hopes that some of them will become a 
reality. 

*An 80 column GeoPubli3h for the C-128. 

*A Graphic converting program for GeoPaint 'to and from' 
PCX, GIF, IFF, and BIN. 

*Color in the 80 column mode GeoPaint 128. 

*The ability to format (ie: 3et or change left and right 
margins, line spacing, fonts, tab3 and print style) an 
entire document at once rather than having to format 
each page one at a time. 

*A BULK graphic conversion program such as Graphic 
Storm that will convert multiple files unattended. 

*A text album printer that prints to screen or the printer. 

*The ability to center selected text between the top and 
bottom edges of a page. 

*A CD ROM interface for the C-64 and/or C-128. 


*The ability to print all odd numbered or all even numbered 
pages at one time. 

*An 8-10 MHZ speed up board for the C-128 like the TURBO 
MASTER CPU by Schnedler Sy3tem3 for the C-64. 

*An interface to allow the use of any off the shelf (IBM 
type) hand scanner with the C-64 and/or C-128. 

*l‘d like to see GeoWrite SCROLL across the paqe instead 
of FLIPPING. 

*l'd like to have GEOS have a true Landscape (Sideways 
printing) ability. 

*COMPUTEREYES 128 software driver would be hot in my 
book. 

*We really need a type of 'Business Form Shop', a business 
program that allows you to create fill-in forms other 
than GeoFile. It would be set up 3uch as print name field 
starting on line two, column 3, date field on line two, 
column 8, comment field on line twenty, column two, etc. 
It would also allow for NLQ printing like textprint. 

*A true ASCII reader and printer. 

*GeoGolf (ala "Leaderboard Golf”) and GeoTetris. 

*A GEOS terminal program that 3upport3 color graphics, 
RAMLink and REU'3, 128 2 MHz mode. Scripting, 1581 
BURST mode support, and up to 2400 baud rate. 

*A full page paint scrap program 3uch as 'Paint Scrap v2.1‘ 
from Dennis M. Seitz that will al30 paste and cut as well 
a3 copy. 

*A program to unARC files such as Omega-Q that will also 
work on Library, and Lynx files. Better yet, one that will 
create ARC files. 

*How about a Thesaurus that will work in GeoWrite. 

*A label program that works in 128 GEOS and allows you 
to create labels for 3 1/2 inch di3k3. $£ 
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For the Commodore® 64/128 Computers 

Th« Up Tien 4 Ba<k Issues Crtdog from Softdisk Publishing 


SOFTDISK 

PUBLISHING 

MontMu # oftwart 


To continue on with our commercial GEOS Sources list we 
bring you UPTIME. Although short lived, UPTIME The Disk 
Monthly' from Viking Technologies, was picked up by 
Softdisk Publishing (publishers of LOADSTAR Monthly and 
LOADSTAR 128 Quarterly) who acquired the rights in 1990. 
There are many great programs on the 21 disks that can be 
your3 by ordering from Softdisk Publishing. And, the more 
back issues you buy, the better your price. See what I 
mean: 


Category 

Price 

1-2 Issues 

$9.95 

3-5 Issues 

$8.95 

6-11 l33ues 

$7.95 

12-20 Issues 

$6.95 

21+ Issues 

$5.95 


Softdisk Publishing 1-318-221-8718 

P.O. Box 30008 1-800-831-2694 

Shreveport, Louisiana FAX: (318) 221-8870 

71130-0008 

These are the issues that contain GEOS programs. 

VOLUME 2 * H UMBER. S 

BACK TO SCHOOL CLIP ART - A full page of GEOS clip art. 

VOLUME 2 * NUMBER 7 

ROCK ¥ ROLL CLIP ART - A page of musical clip art for 

GEOS. 

DELORIAN FONT - A classy new GEOS font. 

VOLUME 2 * HUMBER 8 

LEGAL FONT - An attractive looking GEOS font. For use 
with GeoWrite only. 

YQLUME 2 * NUMBER 9 

PAINT OVERLAY - Overlay GeoPaint graphics files and 

GeoWrite text files in GEOS. 

Flyer Contest: 

An Inside Look 

by Grady Brount 

I thought Fd bring you a behind the scenes look at the 
geoMETRIX FLYER CONTEST. The artists not only did an 
outstanding job on the flyers they even drew up icons 
specifically for the event. 

We judged the entries on 3 areas. How original is the 
flyer? How well doe3 the flyer promote geoMETRIX? And, 
Readability. How clear and accurate is the information? 

Each ballot asked for comments on each flyer so we'll bring 
you some of those comments along with the flyer icons. 

GRAND PRIZE Jane Jone3 - Clearview, 
South Australia. "Best, without pizza part.” 
"Great layout. Pietro3 needs reduced." “Get3 
people to stop and think." "Not cluttered - 
Pietros ad needs to go - 1 like Thinker-Globe." 



Add $3.50 for shipping and, Louisiana residents must add 
4% 3tate 3ales tax. Your check or money order must be in 
U.S. funds and made payable to Sodtdisk Publishing. They 
even accept Discover, MasterCard, Visa and American 
Express. Softdisk does not accept C.0.D.'3 and they can not 
bill you. These prices were taken from their BACK ISSUE 
Catalog' (C)199t and may change without notice so you may 
want to call before sending in an order. You can order by 
mail or telephone from: 


FIRST PRIZE Rich la Bonte - Hollywood, 
California USA. "Best layout - Attractive! 
Incorporates logo." “The ‘worlds' part is to 
big - Don't know it‘s geoMETRIX group until 
you look for it." "Includes the geoNUT3 of the World." 
“Original. Eye flows nicely across the page." “Good 
graphics - Cros3 between Modern and Art Deco/New Wave." 

(Continued on Page 18) 
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be otic / rllX 


The WORLD’S LARGEST 



GEOS User Group! 


geoMETRIX members enjoy many benefits. 
Monthly meetings are open to all members 
and, for those who cannot attend, your 
subscription to geoJOURNAL (published 


bi-monthly) keeps you up-to-date. 



by Bruce Thomas 
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CONTEST (Continued from Page 16 ) 

SECOND PRIZE Bruce Thomas - Edmonton, 
Alberta CANADA. Tots of information.” 
"There i3 enough ege 3pace to flow down the 
page" “Good - Simple - Well laid out." 

RUNNER UP Karl Witsman - Danville, 
Illinois USA. “Gives info needed, plain." 
“Nice touch with 'users getting together'." 


HONORABLE MENTION Here are the comments on the 3 
other entries from Rich La Bonte. "Originality, Imagination 
& Creativity." "Yeah! Captain GEOS." “Most original of the 
bunch." “Best 'theme' approach. Clever!!" 

Everyone did such a great job on their entries. The top 
three are in this issue and the other four will be run in 
future issues. Thank you, and I hope you ALL enjoy your 
prizes. 


HANDYSCANNER: 

fl New UJoy to Grob Graphics 

by Dick Estel 




C-64, those with 
access to the ri^it 
. hardware have used 

scanners for other 

brands, with the 

resulting picture being 

converted to 

Commodore format using still another program. 

Now at last a scanner i3 available for the C64. It's 
called HandyScanner, and it has been in U3e in Europe for 
several years. It has been marketed in the U.S. for about 
four months, and I have collected reviews and comments 
from several users, including myself and fellow user group 
member Ken Brown. 

In the words of one reviewer, the scanner look3 like a 
"mouse with a thyroid condition," with the tail going in the 
other direction. It comes with an interface that plugs into 
the user port, and a power supply. 

In use the scanner is moved slowly and steadily down 
the image you want to scan. The size of the area you can 
scan is about 2 1/2 inches wide. The length depends on the 
degree of enlargement, and runs from about 3 to 5 1/2 
inches. When scanning is completed, it takes the program 
about 10 to 20 seconds to display it on the screen. It can 
then be edited and otherwise manipulated with a drawing 
program that is part of the package. A conversion program 
to change the image to GEOS format has been created and 
is available on Q-Link, as well as our library and BBS. 



The graphics power of computers 
is well known. Every computer brand 
has a number of paint and drawing 
programs to create computer graphics. 

And programs that let computer 
owners U3e and manipulate graphics 
(such as Print Shop and various GEOS 
programs) have proved extremely 
popular. 

Inevitably computer graphics fans 
will see images from paper sources 
that they would like to get into the 
computer. This calls for a method of 
digitizing— converting the hard copy 
image to a series of instructions the 
computer can understand and display on the screen. 

Until recently the only digitizers available for the C64 
and C128 have been video based, using a camera to 
photograph either a "live'"scene or an image from paper, 
and converting it into bits and bytes via a dedicated 
software program. As far as I know, the only two 3uch 
items for Commodore users have been Video Byte II and 
ComputerEyes. People who have seen the results of these 
programs have said they leave a lot to be desired. 

Another method has been to use a scanner, a device 
that is passed over an image on paper to convert it to 
digital format. Since there have been no scanners for the 



Due to the limited size of the 
scanned area, many images have to be 
pieced together after they are scanned 
(and 3aved separately). This can be 
accomplished using the HandyScanner 
software, but I have found it more 
convenient so far to do this in the 
familiar environment of GEOS. 

Images can be reduced or 
enlarged in a range from 3095 to 
300% of the original. Enlarged scans 
produce the best results. 

There are some definite 
limitations on the quality produced by 
different source material. Line 
Irawings such a3 pencil or pen and ink sketches will look as 
good as or better than 
the original. 

Photographs or 

half-tone type images 
(newspaper and 
magazine photographs) 
are another matter. It 
is extremely difficult 
to get a good image 
from these sources, 
which i3 a severe 
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minus in my opinion, especially since the advertising 
indicates that photos can be used. I believe that further 
experimentation will lead to a way to get acceptable if not 
great results with photos. 

Overall however, I am delighted with my scanner, and 1 
have already filled up several disks with 
scanned images. This allows the 
creation of an extensive clip art library, 
customized to the user'3 needs. My long 
range plans include creating an 
illustrated family tree by scanning 
various family photos. Ill report on the results of thi3 
project in the future. 

Meanwhile, here are 3ome comments from other 
users: 

John Brovn: 

The scanner comes with four controls, three of which 
you can adjust. 

1) contrast switch 

2) brightness switch 

3) capture settings switch 

You can reduce the bitmap screen by one half, very 
quickly transforming a big scan into a clearer, condensed 
image. You can preview the whole 640 x 400 or 640 x 
800 area on screen at one time. This is accomplished by 
reducing the bitmap to a fair approximation of what the 
virtual bitmap will look like printed out. Of course, you kwe 
the finer detail but it is good enough for viewing the 
general layout and for placing graphics recalled from the 
disk. 

The manual was translated from the German language. 
It is extensive and the editing is adequate. The manual needs 
a better indexing system and a clearer, more precise 
English translation would be helpful. These faults certainly 
would not keep me from buying the product a3 the software 
can easily be U3ed without even reading the manual. A good 
manual is needed though to get the most from any 
software, so an improvement i3 in order here. 

(excerpted from an article by John Brown, Parsec Inc; 
downloaded from Q-Link) 

Terry Morgan: 

Having not 3een the back of my computer for years, I 

automatically reached 
around and plugged the 
scanner cartridge into 
my game port by feel 
(after all, that’s where 
all other cartridge-like 
things go, right?). Wrong! 
Nothing worked right. I 
frantically EMailed a 
friend on Q-Link who had 
also purchased the 


scanner. After carefully reading the manual (when all else 
fails, read the instructions) I found out that the USER port 
is the same port where my modem goe3 - not the GAME 
port! Ah ha! Now the device worked perfectly. (Ed note: The 
review in RUN magazine includes a photo showing the 
device plugged into the CARTRIDGE port.) 

Speaking of software, the 
Handyscanner come3 with an excellent 
drawing program. In the program you are 
not confined to the screen window, but 
can scroll around like in geoPaint. The 
program is fairly sophisticated and would take another 
review all together. Before the GEOS converter was 
available I managed to convert my scans to geoPaint 
through a painstaking proce33 using "Bitmap Buster" from 
Compute’s Gazette and Import Runner" from RUN'S GEOS 
Powerpack l 

How do I like it? I LOVE it! At last, I can create personal 
clip art libraries equivalent to or better than what is out 
there now for the C64. A nice piece of art in the 
newspaper be- comes mine with a few minutes’ work. I 
scanned the front cover of my hu3band’3 THOR comic book 
and it looked pretty good! 

(Downloaded from Q-Link; originally published in the 
newsletter of the Huntsville Alabama Commodore Komputer 
Society (HACKS)) 

Ken Brovn: 

I’m really happy with it, but the manual i3 worse than I 
expected. I had some problems saving images correctly 
until I conferred with another user. You can spend all your 
time working with the scanner J have a dozen books of clip 
art and I've barely scratched the surface._You should use 
very little text and just show a lot of pictures. 

(Paraphrased from several conversations with Ken) 

(From Ttff INTERFACE, newsletter of Fresno (CA) 
Commodore User Group/64UM, March 1991.) 

[EDITOR:] Tim article was downloaded from Q-Link 
and run because I thought it was something, well worth 
running again. 

I have found, since this article wa3 written, the 
scanners power supply is a 12 volt DC, 400 MiliAmp unit 
that runs off 120 volt, 60 cycle AC power. If you live 
somewhere that ha3 different power such a3 220 volt, 50 
cycle AC you will need a power supply for that voltage so 
must either buy a replacement locally or build your own. 

The graphics within this article have all been scanned 
with the HANDYSCANNER 64 and converted into GeoPaint 
files with HANDY IMPORT. The mushrooms came from 
Q-Link, file name 'ScanArt'. It's a sample page of 3can3 
from the 'Wildlife Series - Disk T sold by Lamb Art & 
Design, 3575 E. Co. 18th Street, Yuma, A2 85365, (602) 
344-3537. The other two pics, I scanned from various 
clip art books I had laying around. The Berkeley Softworks 


n Berkeley 
Softworks 
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logo io taken from one of the manuals and no that’s not a 
picture of Terry Morgan. The picture is Brian Dougherty 
and was scanned from a picture in the Fall 1987 Berkeley 
Soft works’ GEOS NEWS. 

The scanner itself, is very easy to operate. Getting 
the scans to come out smooth and clear takes much 
practice. Once you get the knack, you'll have to do very 
little touch up on the art. If any. Those four scans are 
just the way they came out. I did no touching up of pixels. 

RIO has great turn around time for orders. The unit 
wa3 received on the 10th day after the order was mailed to 
them and according to the Picking slip and Packing slip, it 
was processed in one day. That’s good. 

The HANDYSCANNER 64 sells for $299.95 plus $5.00 
shipping, and is sold by: 

RIO COMPUTERS 

3430 E. Tropicana Avenue, *65 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89121 
(702) 454-0335 1-800-782-9110 

FAX: (702)454-7700 

The HANDYSCANNER 64 is very much worth every 
penny. And the drawing program that come3 with it, is top 
notch too. Although, it’s not in GEOS. If you’ve been 
thinking about getting the scanner, DO IT! You won't regret 
it. &£ 



Peter Lerten 

20224 S.L Sprague Road 

Oregon Citg, Oregon 97045-9641 U.S.A. 

(M-fe) 

(Attention MEMBERS: IMPORTANT, have you mailed in an Application y*t>)J 

wiiiiwMWPWimiiiiMiiMiiiiimmM 

YOUR Mill LING LABEL 


This is a sample of what your mailing label looks like. The 
code printed below your name and address on your mailing 
label tells you (and us) a couple of things. 


The letter tells U3 who you are. The letter Tf stands for 
Member, the letter "S' stands for Subscriber, the letters 
’GEO' stand for a GEOS Celebrity, and the letters ’NEP' for 
those receiving a geoJOURNAL subscription under the 
Newsletter Exchange Program. 

The number after the letter is the issue of the geoJOURNAL 
that will be your last. If your label ha3 the number 13, this 
will be the last issue you will receive unless you renew 
now. Don’t let this happen by renewing early. 



This i3 a collection of some of the be 3 t and juciest rumors 
we have heard. geoJOURNAL want3 to keep you on the 
cutting edge. 

DISCLAIMER: This column consists COMPLETELY of 
unverified RUMORS. And as such, should not be 
treated with any amount of seriousness. These 
rumors may be true, but since they are unverified, 
might be completely false. Please do NOT make any 
major decisions based on this information, as it 
might lead to undesireable circumstances. 

* GEOS hasn't been able to be run from a Lt. Kernal hard 
drive until now, according to a recent letter from a 
programmer who is writing a disk driver for it. “It will 
allow you to have a partition on the drive dedicated 
exclusively to GEOS. As many as 1600 directory entries 
are allowed and the partition can be 256 blocks to 16 
megs in size. As many as 255 subdirectories can be 
created. The de 3 kTop and gateway will work with it, 
but can only access the first 144 files. You could add 
subdirectories and keep 144 or less in each one." 

* The program 'geoSHELL, that was mentioned in 
geoJOURNAL 12 - Sept. 1991, page 21, in the article 'Its 
your choice There are always alternatives...’ is nearing 
completion. The author 3 ays it will only be sold through 
his company and "will probably be 18-20 dollars.” We 
can hardly wait. We’ll keep you updated to its status. 

* According to a good source, someone i3 building an 80 
column color video cartridge for use in a C-64 and a 
C-128 in 64 mode with pass through port for an REU. 

* Another source tells U3 of a converter program that 
will convert Color 64 BBS’s into 128 versions. 


iitmiiiiiiiiuiiitimiiiiiiiiimiiitimnHHmmiiiiiiitiiiiiiiimtiimiHiimiiiMmiiimiiitiiiiiiiii 

WE LOVE TO HEAR 
FROM YOU! 

Send your questions, answers, programs for 
review, suggestions, or just say Hi 1 
Mail To: 

geoJOURNAL 
20224 S. Sprague Road 
Oregon City, OR 97045-9641 

iiiiitmmuitiiiMfHtiiiiHiiiiitiiitiiiHiiiiiitMiimiimiiiiiiiiHtiHitiimiMuimuiiiimiiiiiimtu 


20 geoJOURNAL 1 4 - Jan. 1 992 


1 



ais OOO 045 





60 

55 


Flight Line 
Graphics! 
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Presenting Graphic Libraries 
for GEGS t 1 Great for home or 
business use. There are millions 
of potential applications! Great for 
use in creating greeting cards, 
stickers, signs, posters, labels, 
letterheads, logos, illustrations, 
and more! Graphics Library 
Volume disks contain over 100 
images per disk. Four disks are 
available at $10.00 each.(Volumes 
M) For more information on the 
files and services offered by 
Flight Line Graphics send $2.00 
for a catalog to: 





Flight Line Graphics™ 

P.O. Box 5067 

Lake Charles, LA 70606-5067 

Postage and handling (for disk 
orders only), $2.00 U.S., $250 
Canada, and $6.00 for Foreign 
orders. 

A new line in graphics! 

Flight Line Graphics!^ 11 ”* 

GRAPHICS on the riyht are taken from Volume 
1 und i Library Disks. 

Auailoble for Commodore $4 and 1£$ only. 
Commodore (>4/12$ is a registered trademark. 

GEOS is a Trademak of Berkeley Softworks^ ln<. 
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Here is another entry into the deskTop alternative 
race. It’s a 31K Application by Walter Knupe, H.J. 
Ciprina, and Volker Goehrke calling themselves DPT 
KnCiGo. It is (c) 1990 and appears to be just a demo 
of a working program. It runs in 40 column mode 
and if run in 80 columns will automatically switch 
modes. As you can see it is German. It looks and 
acts just like a cross between an AMIGA workbench 
and the regular deskTop with completely resizeable 
and moveable windows. You can scroll around a 
window, turn them on or off, overlap them and view 
the files by icon or file name. I will try to get more 
information on this and let you know in a future 
issue. I like how each window pops out of the drive. 
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DOS by DPT KnCiGo 


InfoViewDA by Douglas Adams 


Have you ever wanted to view many file info boxes 
in a row, without having to select each one and then 
clicking on info to start the procedure, and then 
clicking the close button to move to the next one? 
This 5K Desk Accessory makes that task much 
easier and is much faster. It runs in 40 column 
mode only and was written 10-25-91. By clicking on 
the bar that says FILE TYPE ou can select the file 
type you would like to view by. All files or a 
specific type. It also has a Search button and a 
button to change drives. The files icon will appear 
above the two arrows and of course the arrows 
allow you to scroll through all the files. You can 
also use the ’<’ V keys (no shift required). What 
you get is the exact info box for each file viewed 
a3 well as what drive it is on, how many files on 
that disk and which number the file is on that disk. 


Games are a v/elcome distraction to those long days 
and nights of geoJGURNAL production. Or, any 
computing for that matter. This one is a 4K 
Application that runs in 40 column mode only. 
Although it's German, comes with a self contained 
documentation file that is in English, thanks to Lars 
Heidbrink of Wellmannsweg 53, 4500 03nabrueck, 
GERMANY. The game itself i3 very easy to play. 
You are given 90 seconds (1:30) on the clock to 
complete the puzzle. Select a box on the left and it 
will black out parts of the large octogon. Then 
select which smaller octogon to move them to. If 
the parts are already blacked out in the three 
smaller ones you must discard it by pressing the 
space bar. Continue selecting boxes and choosing 
which smaller octogon to place them in until you 
have blacked out all three, where you win the game. 
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Oktogram-Puzzle by Wofgang Kraus 
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files for transmission. 


LYNX/CONUERT files. 


to the DeskTop. 


- qeoPack - 

File packing Utility 
bg Spike Dethman 


geoPack by Spike Dethman 


When using GeoTerm to download GEOS programs 
from various Bulletin Board Systems I hate the fact 
that I have to go outside GEOS to ARC a large file or 
multiple files for uploading, or to un-ARC them. And 
pretty much everyone knows that LYNX cannot be 
used on GEOS files because it corrupts the files. 
Well, now there is a program that solves both of 
these problems. geoPack is an 8K Application 
written 11-15-91 that works in both 40 and 80 
column modes. And, it uses LYNX to pack and unpack 
the files. Spike has found that as long as the 
LYNXing is done within GEOS there is no corrupting 
of files. And to top this off, he has incorporated 
CONVERT into geoPack. So now, you can select 
which files to pack and the program will convert 
them and LYNX them together all in one quick motion. 
As well as unpack them without leaving GEOS. 


With this program you now have the ability 
to edit the GEOS file header for all types of 
files. Everything in the file info box, and 
more can be changed. This is not an 
invitation to change someone elses program 
information but a way for the author to 
correct information. Header Editor V1.1 is a 7K 
Application that runs in 40 column mode only, 
and was written 3-16-91. Nate asks for a 
$5-$10 shareware donation and can be 
reached at: R.D. 3, Box 140, Bernville, PA 
19506-9313 or as NateF on Q-Link. This looks 
like a very worthwhile program to have. The 
copy I received had no documentation so I will 
let you know more some time in the future. 
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HeaderEditorVi.l by Nate Fiedler 



We bring you Analog Clock because it's a cute 
little clock that sits in the middle of your 
screen. It can be read clearly and has a 
sweep second hand with an audible tick for 
each second. At the top of each hour, it will 
chime out like an 'old-fashioned' Grandfather 
clock. It's interesting enough to leave running 
while you're not doing anything else. It's a 2K 
Desk Accessory that runs in 40 column mode 
only. It has a $2-$5 contribution request by 
the author Charles W. Bozarth, 5085 E. CD 
Avenue, Kalamazoo, li 49004. 


These programs and many more can he found in 
the geoMETRIX library, on Q-Link, or directly 
from the authors. 
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Name: 

Address: 

City: State: _ 

Zip (+4): Country: 

Telephone: 

Q-Link Name: 

Where did you hear of us? 


Date: 

Make CHECK or MONEY ORDER 
payable (in U.S. Funds) to: 

geoMETRiX GEOS Users Group 
20224 S. Sprague Road 
Oregon City, Oregon 
97045-9641 USA. 

TOTAL . 

ENCLOSED * 





The Official Fljper of GEOMETRIX, The Nation's First GEOS-SPECIFIC User Group! 


Thinking GEOS , Think . . . 


Geos Users Group 

Bringing the World 
of GEOS to You 




Membership Benefits 

. geoJOURNAL Subscription 
. geoMETRIX Meetings 
. BBS Support 

. geoMETRIX PD Software Library 
and SPECIAL Members Discounts! 


Address 

■ geoMETRIX GEOS Users Group, 
20224 S. Sprague Road, 

Oregon City, Oregon 97045-9641 


/geoMETRIX meeting room provided by\ 

Firiro’a 
(goto (Uoast 

Pizza 

12222 S.E. Stark 
Portland, Oregon 

.Meetings are on 3rd Sundays of every month/ 
\ 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm / 

0<=D 
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